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house by the pond; nor will any of these secret shrines afford
lodging for destructive worms, and buzzing insects, or keep away
the wafting air, or shut up the free prospect, as the gloomy grove
of tamarinds did."

"But why hast thou planted sage, and hyssop which grows
upon the wall, here on this spot where formerly the precious balm-
tree of Mecca bloomed?''

"Because the,Sultan wanted no Arabian, but a European
garden. In Italy, and in the German gardens of the Nurn-
bergers, no dates are ripened, nor does any balni-tree of Mecca.
bloom."

To this last argument no answer could be made. As neither
the Shiek nor any of the Heathen in Cairo had ever been at Nilrn-
berg, he had nothing for it but to take this version of the garden
from Arabic into German, on the word of the interpreter. Only,
he could not bring himself to think that the present horticultural
reform had been managed by the pattern of the Paradise, ap-
pointed by the Prophet for believing Mussulmans ; and, allowing
the pretension to be true, he promised to himself, from the joys
of the future life, no very special consolation. There was nothing
for him, therefore, but, in the way above mentioned, to shake his-
head, contemplatively squirt a dash of liquid out over his beard,
and go the way whence he had come.

The Sultan who at that time swayed the Egyptian sceptre was.
the gallant Malek al Aziz Othman, a son of the renowned Saladuu
The fame of Sultan Malek rests less upon his qualities in the field
or the cabinet, than upon the unexampled numerousness of his
offspring. Of princes he had so many, that had every one of them
been destined to wear a crown, he might have stocked with them
all the kingdoms of the then known world. Seventeen years ago,
however, this copious spring had, one hot summer, finally gone
dry. Princess Melechsala terminated the long series of the Sul-
tanic progeny; and, in the unanimous opinion of the Court, she
was ihe jewel of the whole. t She enjoyed to its full extent the
prerogative of youngest children, preference to all the rest; and
this distinction was enhanced by the circumstance, that of all the
Sultan's daughters, she alone had remained in life; while Nature
nad adorned her with so many charms, that they enchanted even
the paternal eye. For this must in general be conceded to the-
Oriental Princes, that in the scientific criticism of female beauty
they are infinitely more advanced than our Occidentals, who ara